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"NOTES ON IOWA, 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

With the name of Iowa, at the present period, are 
issociated feelings far different from those which were 
>nce entertained. It is true that in Iowa, as well as 
ither newly settled countries, the fugitive from justice 
ormerly sought an asylum from the strong arm of the 
aw. The Indian, upon whom nature seems to have 
itamped the image of cruelty and torture, might have 
sa ioen seen lingering around the grave of his ancestors, 
o i shattered and broken monument of what he once 

It is true too, that in Iowa the endearing spot of 
tome is not yet matured; the place of our nativity, 
wound which are entwined the most tender ties of a 
iocial relation, we still look back upon with yearning 
marts. The peaceful sabbath bell is not yet heard, 
:himing its hallowed notes from every humble spire, 
ind like our Eastern villages, calling each kindred 
leart to pay their vows in sweet communion at the 
ihrine of God; yet the sabbath is here, and its benign 
nfluence is felt in every hamlet and cottage through¬ 
out this new and flourishing country. Costly edifices, 
ike those which adorn our Eastern cities are not yet 
o be found; but in almost every village is seen the 
ramble temple, consecrated to the worship of Almigh- 
y God. Vice and immorality are fleeing away; the 
ugitive from justice can no longer stand before the 
mdeviating arm of the law; and the savage son of the 
vilderness, that has roamed for centuries among these 
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delightful hills, is now bidding farewell to the bon 
of his ancestors and travelling beyond the confines 
civilization. 

It was not till the summer of 1833, that any Indi; 
title was extinguished to the Territory of Iowa. T] 
country had alternately been in possession of vario 
Indian tribes for centuries before; its rich andfertili 
ing soil had for ages drank the blood of contendi? 
foes, for possession. Its hills and valleys, its rive 
and prairies, have witnessed the most bloody conflic 
ever fought by the savages of our western world, 
the numerous battle grounds, that every where stre 
the land, will testify. 

In June, 1833, the first permanent settlement w 
made in Iowa; and at the expiration of the year 18! 
the population numbered upwards of 16,000 inhal 
tants. The present population (1844) is upwards 
82,500. 

It is probable that the annals of history have nev 
been able to record a more rapid progress of settleme 
than here exhibited; and that, too, with equal intel 
gence, industry, and enterprise. When we reflect u 
on the vast resources of this new and flourishing Te 
ritory, bounded as it is, by two of the mightiest rive 
in the world, and traversed throughout its length at 
breadth by smaller ones, many of which are navig 
ble, and affording any amount of water power; whe 
we reflect, that but a few years since, nothing w; 
seen upon these placid waters but the frail bark of ll 
Indian, or the more cumbrous barge of the trade: 
and when we now behold the emigrant flooding ot 
land from almost every state and clime; we are read 
to predict, that the rapidity of its settlement will 1 
without a parallel in the history of nations. But 
short time ago, and the awe-struck Indian was arou 
ed from his peaceful solitude by the hoarse puff of tl 
steam boat, flying through his untroubled water 
while nothing was seen upon the banks but the rue 
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wigwam of the lord of the soil. But now there are 
numerous towns and villages sprung up, mui thirty 
different steam boats ply upon the waters of the ,up- 
ier Mississippi, bearing to our land the hardy emi- 
fftnt, and returning from our shores ladened with 
Mineral and other products of our soil. From such ra¬ 
pid strides as these, in so short a time, what may we 
not anticipate for the future. But yesterday as it were, 
our settlements were confined to tho narrow limits 
along the borders of the Mississippi river; bht to-day, 
we behold tho newly reared cabin and cultivated 
fields for a hundred miles jntjiemterior. But yester¬ 
day, theTwar-wfioop and scalping-knife were the ter¬ 
rors of the land; but to-day, there is peace in all our 
borders, and the industrious farmer feeds his sheep, 
whore the wild deer lay in his covert; and to the night¬ 
ly howl of the prowling wolf, has succeeded the fa¬ 
miliar bark of the faithful house-dog; instead of tho 
pierogue or Mackinaw trading boat, now is seen the 
“Kentucky broad-horn” or flat boat bearing away 
the produce of the white man’s labor. 

When we look around us and behold tho intelli¬ 
gence and enterprise that is pouring into our land, the 
march of improvements that are going on throughout 
its length and breadth, and when we reflect upon the 
beauty, fertility, and advantages of the yet unexplored 
portions of Iowa, we cannot but anticipate that e’er 
long we shall see the germs of our free institutions 
spreading their healthful branches over every class of 
this newly settled country, and Iowa, as she takes her 
place in the ranks of her sister states, and adds anoth¬ 
er luminary to the “Star-spangled Banner”, will bo 
hailed as a young and beauteous daughter of our glo¬ 
rious Republic. 

Much has been said and written of the unrivaled 
climate, soil, and productions of this delightful coun¬ 
try; the rapidity of its settlement and growth, the en¬ 
terprise of its inhabitants, the rich and ample field for 
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agricu.tura and mineral wealth; its internal resource 
, • > but “ ls not my intention here to “write a book' 

remarks ‘° giV6 S ° me statistics with a few generi 
The great and pressing demand for a map of th 
unexplored poitions of Iowa, of which but little is g ( 
neraliy known, has induced the Author to present l 
the public the result of much labor spent in acquirin 
a knowledge of it. It was his original intention t 
have given a full and concise history of its river' 
woods, and prairies; of the unequaled beauty tlu 
dwells m solitude amid the. tbm,onn/l t 


woous, ana prairies; of the unequaled beauty th 
dwells m solitude amid the thousand Lakes, who 
pebbled shores are the abodes of immense herds , 
Buffalo, Elk, and Deer, and whoso waters form tl 
great fountains to the rivers of Iowa; to have spoke 
more particularly of the Indian aB he exists upon h 
own native soil, unpolluted by the vices of the white 
man; of the pleasurable excitement in traversing 
wild and uusettled country, strewn with the richei 
flowers that can meet the eye of man; or of the privi 
tions, hardships, and suffering incident to such a can 
paign; but the very brief limits of this work must ni 
cessarily preclude these thrilling reminiscence! 
wtuch are reserved fora future work. 

The present territorial limits of Iowa extend froi 
the northern boundary of Missouri and west of th 
Mississippi River to the dividing line between th 
United States and the Brittish Possessions, thenc 
along that line to the White Earth River, and dowi 
that stream to its junction with the Missouri; thenc 
down the Missouri to tho northern boundary of th 
State of Missouri. 

The general face of the country is a high rollin' 
prairie, interspersed with groves of various kinds o 
timber.—It is well watered, and upon the river cour 
ses skirted with woodlands. 

The soil is of uncommon richness and fertility, wel 

S’SdMuSr 1 " u8ua "r g t ° wn 
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s, The woodlands are filled with game, and the lakes 
", nd rivers with fish and fowl. 

al The Neutral Grounds, (laid down upon the map) of 
,-hich but very little is known, is a tract of land, about 
ie 50 miles long and 40 wide. By a treaty held at 
5- ’rairie du Chien in August, 1825, it was agreed by 
:o he confederate tribes of the Sacs and Foxes, and the 
g iioux Indians, “that the lino between their respective 
o ;ountries should commence at the mouth of the up- 
5, ler Iowa river, on the west bank of the Mississippi j 
it iver; and ascending the said Iowa river to the source 
>t its first left fork, thence on a direct line to the up- 
ier fork of the Des Moines river,” Sfc. 

The constant broils of these two contending tribes, 
loon made it necessary for the government to draw a 
nore distinct line, by which tlioy should be governed 
in their hunting; and at a subsequent treaty a strip of 
and 20 miles wide, parallel to the dividing line, was 
jurchased of each tribe, and declared neutral to both 
larties. This forms the Neutral Grounds; and by a; 
treaty with the Winnebago Indians in 1837, this tract 
was ceded to them as far west as the Red-cedar river, 
with the privilege of hunting upon the balance of 
ground to the Des Moines river. This tribe, (2,200 in 
number) now reside upon it. 

The Agency of this tribo is at Fort Atkinson, on 
Turkey river; where there is a school for the educa¬ 
tion of their youth under the superintendence of the 
Rov, David Lowry, their Agent. The field notes of 
these Grounds, together with the Indian boundary 
lines of 1825 and 1830, were obtained from Captains 
Boon and Craig, who surveyed them, and to whom I 
am under many obligations for these and other infor¬ 
mation. The present limits to which the Indian ti¬ 
tle is extinguished, is to the Neutral Grounds on the 
North; and West by a line running from the upper 
cottonwood fork of the Des Moines river, to the south¬ 
ern point of Boyer lake, and thence, following the 
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high grounds, dividing the head waters of the Di 
Moines from those emptying into the Missouri, or i 
tributaries, until it reaches the northern boundary i 
the State of Missouri as represented upon the accon 
panying map. West of this line, and to the Missou 
river, lies the grounds of the Pottawattamie Indian 
The country now owned by the United States, witl 
in the limits of Iowa, has been purchased by four di 
ferent treaties. 

The first was made in 1832, commonly called th 
clack Hawk Purchase.” The second, in 1836. Th 
third, in 1837, and the fourth and last in 1842, by Go- 
Chambers—and it is most earnestly hoped, that th 
ensuing season, great efforts will be made to remov 
the Pottawattamies and Winnebagoes, that wo ma 
have our boundaries as free as possible from India 
reservations when we enter into a State. 

The country ceded to us by the last treaty, con 
monly called the “New Purchase,” is the richest an 
most desirablo portion of land ever obtained from tin 
Indians; and bettor probably, than any now held b 
them. This purchase is settling very fast; the tini 
her seems to be much more equally divided. It is wel 
watered, and has abundant mill privileges in ever 

This purchase embraces some 12 or 15 millions o 
acres of laud, for which the United States pay to thi 
Indians one million of dollars. 

Possession was given to a part of this tract on thi 
first of May, 1843—the balance is reserved by the In 
'hans for three years, and in the mean time, the gov 
eminent is to provide them a home beyond the Missou 
n. The line boundng th is three years reservation ii 
run from the “Painted Rocks” on the Dos Moines riv 
er, near the mouth of the White Breast Fork, on a 
straight line, due north to the Neutral Grounds, and 
south, to the northern boundary of the State of Mis- 
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The first Legislature held in Iowa, met at Burling¬ 
ton in the fall of 1837, while we were attached to Wis¬ 
consin, and subject to Michigan in judicial matters. 

On the 4th of July, 1838, Iowa was separated from 
Wisconsin by Act of Congress, passed June 12th, 1838. 

STATISTICS. 

By the census, taken the first of May, 1844, the 
population of Iowa Territory amounted to upwards 
of 82,500 souls. 

This Territory is divided into two Land Districts, 
by a baso line between Townships No. 77 and 78 
North, which intersect the Mississippi river between 
Davenport and Rockingham in Scott county. Each 
District has a Land office, one at Dubuque, the other 
at Fairfield, in Jefferson county. 

Wisconsin and Iowa form one surveying district. 
The office of the Surveyor General is located at Du- 

Tho seat of government for Iowa was permanent¬ 
ly located at Iowa City, upon the Iowa rivor, in the 
summer of 1839, by Commissioners appointed by the 
Legislature for that purpose. A large and splendid 
building has been erected of stone, for the transac¬ 
tion of territorial business. 

The Territorial Penitentiary is located at Fort 
Madison, in Lee county, on the Mississippi river. It 
is built of beautiful fine grained lime stone rock, and 
one of the best constructed edifices of the kind in 
the United States. 

DESCRIPTION OF COUNTIES AND COUNTY 
SEATS, WITH THEIR POPULATIONS. 

LEE COUNTY. 

This county is the most southern point of Iowa, 
being located in the junction of the Dee Moines and 
Mississippi rivers, including the celebrated “Half 
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Breed tract of land. It is well watered: bein 
bounded nearly on three sides by the Dos Moine 
Mississippi, and Chocauquee or Skunk rivers. Popi 

teo m 3 ’ Z ' 839 ’ ln 1840, M96 ’ and in 184 

Fokt Madison is the most important town an 
seat of justice for Leo county. It is handsomely li 
cated on the Mississippi river, contains a populatio 
ot six or eight hundred inhabitants. Several hotoji 
ship° &c 6 h ° USeS ’ mecllanics ’ shops, places of woi 
DES MOINES COUNTY. 

,r aS the ^ rst county settled in the territory 
and is the most populous. It was at Burlington tha 
tho first settlers of Iowa pitched their tents am 
erected their log cabins; this is the principal town am 
county seat ot Des Moines county; it is beautifully lo 
cated upon the banks of the Mississippi river wa 
formerly the capital of Iowa, contains many ven 
handsome buildings; is a place of great trade for tin 
back country, having numerous mercantile houses 
school UrCh6S f ° r various denominations, and gooc 

in\yo? 3 %t e an P d°?n 1 l844, sfiot ^ W 


LOUISA COUNTY 

Is a rich and fertile county, well watered by the 
Iowa river and its tributaries, all of which are well 
skirted with timber. 

WappeUo, the chief town and county seat, is beau¬ 
tifully located upon the west bank of the Iowa river 
about ten miles from its junction with the Mississippi 
river upon the site of “Wappello’s Old Indian Vil- 
lage, one of the most celebrated chiefs under Black 
Hawk. It contains several stores, taverns, churches, 
and mechanics’ shops, &c. 

There are many other enterprising villages, sprung 
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up in thia county, among which are Columbus City, 
three miles west of Fredouia, at the forks of the 
Iowa and Cedar rivers. Toolsborough, formerly call- 
ed “Black Hawk,” is a neat little village, situated 
two miles from the Mississippi, on the north side of 
the Iowa river, at the termination of the contempla¬ 
ted “Iowa River Canal.” It has two churches, two 
stores, two steam mills, and numerous mechanics’ 
shops. The population of this county in 1838 was 
1,180, in 1840,1,925, and in 1844, 3,238. 

MUSCATINE COUNTY. 

This county is situated upon one of the great 
bends of the Mississippi river, and in point of loca¬ 
tion has great advantages. It is well watered, and 
settled with industrious people. Bloomington is the 
chief town, and only one of any note in the county: 
it is the seat of justice for Muscatine county, and is 
situated upon the bank of the Mississippi, has a good 
landing, high banks, &c., and being the only town of 
any importance for 50 miles above Burlington, it has 
local advantages over any other place between St. 
Louis and Dubuque. It contains many stores, hotels, 
churches, and mechanical shops; presenting the ap¬ 
pearance of prosperity that scarce any other town 
upon the river can at present boast of. 

The population of this county in 1838 was 1,247, 
in 1840, 1,942, and in 1844, 2,882. 

SCOTT COUNTY. 

Perhaps there is not the same extent of country in 
the West of such unrivaled beauty, as is presented 
by that portion of this county bordering upon the 
Mississippi river, commencing with its southern boun¬ 
dary, and terminating at the head of Rock Island.— 
In the interior there is a scarcity of timber, although 
the prairies are good, gently rolling, and most of them 
susceptible of cultivation. 
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The most important town is Davenport, the seat ol 
habitants ^ C ° U count y» containing nearly 1,000 in. 

. beautifully situated upon the west bank ol 

the Mississippi river, and contains many fine public 
ahhlT'? ,, mldlng 1, Tts S rowth has been ™pid, and 
although it has not the same local advantage for in- 
land trade as Bloomington, yet it bids fair to becomo 
one ot the most prominent towns in Iowa territory: 
bung situated at the foot of the upper rapids upon 
the Mississippi; and has water power s flic ent f 
brought into requisition, to make it one of the great- 
est manulactunng towns in the West. 

b Jmv “ r V r0UrK ,‘ this P lacp is °ne of unrivaled 
beauty. Its sloping lawns and wooded bluffs,” 
spread out to the eye of the beholder in picturesc 


th ° beh o>der in picturesqui 
^randeur The loveliness of this spot cannot well be 
described. It has been the admiration of not only 
our own lovers of American sconery, but noticed bv 
distinguished strangers from the old world, and its 
beauties descanted upon in European prints. 

I he Bluffs here are from throe to five miles wide, 
T v er ab t Ut 2 iie wide - interspersed with 
islands. From these bluffs, upon the Iowa side, may 
be seen tho several towns of Davenport, Rocking¬ 
ham Stephenson, (or Rock Island,) Moline, a net 
and flourishing little village at the head of Rock Is- 
he ten, f Illinois shore. Old Fort Armstrong at 
the toot of Rock Island, with its massive pill of 
block houses and barracks, and three miles below, 
n lull view is the mouth of Rock river, with its pic¬ 
turesque scenery, and up it three miles is to be seen 
another village, Rock Isle City, and nearly opposite 
the neat little village of Camden, with the Rock 
River Mills, VandrufPs Island, &c„ all within the dis 
ThUJ-r i® 8 * fr T t! , le P lace of the beholder.— 

I his delightful spot has for ages been the cherished 
home of the Indians, and it was the relinquishment 
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of this revered ground, that contain the bones of their 
ancestors, and around which are entwined the most 
hallowed relics of Indian superstition, that they re¬ 
fused to comply with the articles of the treaty in 
1832, to remove from these lancis, and which caused 
the Black Hawk war. Mr. Wild, a celebrated artist 
from St. Louis, has just completed a most splendid 
drawing of the scenery in this vicinity. It is said to 
be one of the best picturesque scenes in the United 
States, and very handsomely executed. Davenport is 
350 miles above St. Louis, and 500 below the Falls of 
St. Anthony. The population of Scott county in 
1838 was 1,252, in 1840, 2,193, and in 1844, 2,750. 

CLINTON COUNTY. 

This is the next county north of Scott, bordering 
upon tho Mississippi river. It has a rich and fertile 
soil, gently rolling and well watered, but scarce of 
timber. Tho Wapsipinecon river bounds it on the 
south, and furnishes a large and industrious class of 
farmers with good timber land. Dewitt is the seat of 
justice for Clinton county, situated about three miles 
from the Wapsipinecon river, upon a beautiful prairie 
near the centre of the county. Population of this 
county in 1838 was 443, in 1840, 800, and in 1844, 
1 , 201 . 

JACKSON COUNTY. 

The Makoqueta river runs through the entire 
length of this county, from east to west, furnishing 
not only abundant timber, but water 1 power, both up¬ 
on tho main stream and its tributaries. Many por¬ 
tions of this county is rough and even broken, re¬ 
sembling tho mineral region, which indeed may be 
said to be entered in travelling north, after passing 
the Makoqueta; good specimens of iron and copper 
ore have been found in various parts of this county, 
as well as lead, zinc and tin; it is a good agricultu¬ 
ral region and exhibits many fine farms, particularly 
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upon its main river; it abounds in pure enrinus „ 
° ne 0f B h n healthiest counties m Iowa 
rhe chief towns are Belleview, situated upon the Mis 
ssippi river; Charleston, also upon the Mississinni 
both flourishing little villa™. “W 1 


£“"•? s..i, bu. ,b» l„„ l0 „ Ji i ffi .. 

i“iS. “ 1838 *“ 


. DUBUQUE COUNTY. 

territory 8 °“® °f the .“West settled counties in the 
r der ; V6S u l name from Indian Dubuque 

buoue nlo C n an f. dla T ’ J ' Vh ° S8Ulod Bt th ® t0Wn “f Ou’ 
que, among the Indians, about the year 1786. 

The first lead ore ever discovered in the West bv 
the natives, was said to be at this place, by PeostaJ 

TnHi^ ° °^ a warnor chief of the Kettle tribe of C’ 
Indians. This county embraces almost all the known 
mineral region. The mines of Dubuque are souses 
o[ fxport Pr ° fit ’ Md leBd 18 the ® reat Sta P‘ e commodity 
. J hel i?, are considerable falls on the Makoounta 
~ue h o°f thi ag8 °f Cascade ’ wll ‘ch will some day, bo 
s“s f s‘Jpi river! 8 ' manufacturin S villa ges west of the 


Mississipp._ 

It is a well timbered county, but much of it toe 

ha^a'Ck, £ 

°* C ? ° Wet S ?r y01 G r en . eral for Iowa aodwScon 
trade with the back cooties ^Th^ COn , siderabIe 
1838 ™ 
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VAN BUREN COUNTY. 

This is one of the first settled and most populous 
counties in Iowa: having the Des Moines river pass¬ 
ing through it diagonally; it is well watered, and 
abounds in good timber, stone and coal. It is one of 
the best farming regions in the territory, and well 
improved. Keosauque is the seat of justice, beauti¬ 
fully situated upon the great bend of the Des Moines 
river; has many fine buildings, and is a place of con¬ 
siderable trade. Farmington is a small town of some 
note upon the Des Moines. Population of this county 
in 1838 was 3,174 in 1840, 6,166, and in 1844, 9,019. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

This is a fine county of land, with plenty of tim¬ 
ber and water; mills and mill privileges aro abun¬ 
dant. It is well settled by industrious farmers, and 
ranks among the best counties of Iowa. Fairfield is 
the seat of justice for this county, beautifujly situated 
near the centre, and is quite a new and flourishing 
village. The United States Land Office for the 
Southern District of Iowa is located at this place.— 
Population of this county in 1840, was 2,780, and in 
1844, 5,694. 

HENRY COUNTY. 

This is one of the best counties of land in Iowa. 
Its predominant feature is prairio, although its water 
courses, which are abundant, are well skirted with 
timber. Checauque or Shunk river, runs through this 
county. 

Upon this stream and its tributaries are numerous 
mills and mill privileges. Many portions of this 
county bear the aspect of an old settled country; and 
but for the absence of fruit orchards, barns, &c., one 
would imagine himself in New England. The farms 
are large, numerous, and well managed. Mt. Pleas¬ 
ant is the most important town, and seat of justice.— 
It has a beautiful location on a high rolliug prairie. 
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and is one of the healthiest inland towns in Iowa__ 

It was laid out in 1836, and contains some 300 inhabi. 
tants, several dry good stores, groceries, mechanics’ 
shops, ^c. It is a place of business, and filling up 
with enterprising inhabitants. There are several other 
towns of some note in this county. Population of 
Henry county in 1838 was 3,058, in 1840, 3,784, and 
in 1844 it was 6,017. 

WASHINGTON COUNTY. 

This county is high and rolling; about one third 
timber; soil rich and fertile, well watered by numer- 
ous creeks. The Iowa river passes through the N. E. 
corner of this county. 

Checauque, English, and Crooked creeks run 
through this county. Several mills are in full operation 
upon these streams, and others going up in different 
parts of the county. The timber upon the streams is 
good, and the county is settling up very fast with 
enterprising inhabitants. 

Washington is the seat of justice, located in 1839, 
upon the margin of a beautiful prairie, containing 
about 250 inhabitants, several stores, schools, church¬ 
es, &c. There are several other towns of some note 
in this county. Brighton, a very neat little village near 
the Checauque river, is quite a flourishing village. 

Population of this county in 1838 was only 238—in 
1840, 1,572—and in 1844, 3,120. 

JOHNSON COUNTY. 

This is a fine county of land, lying nearly in thege- 
ographical centre of the settled portions of Iowa. It 
is nearly equally divided into prairie and timber. The 
general face of the county is gently rolling. Soil rich, 
and produces abundantly. 

Iowa river passes through this county, and with its 
tributaries furnishes abundant water not only for ag¬ 
ricultural purposes, but mill privileges, many of which 
are improved. 
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Iowa City, the Capitol of Iowa territory, is situat¬ 
ed near the centre of this county, and is the seat of 
justice. This town was located by Commissioners in 
May, 1839, upon the east bank of the Iowa river, 
which, up to that time, bore no marks of civilization: 
one year after, it contained between six and seven 
hundred inhabitants, several spacious. hotels, stores 
and workshops. It has increased rapidly since, and 
now contains about 1,000 inhabitants, many splendid 
buildings, and is a place of great trade for the surroun¬ 
ding country. A charter has been granted by the Le¬ 
gislature for the erection of a College. There are now 
in successful operation, an Academy and several pri¬ 
mary schools. 

There is a plenty of lime-stone for building, and an 
excellent birds-eye marble quarry near the city. The 
Iowa river, at this place, is about 80 yards wide.— 
Steam boats have ascended frequently to this place, 
and some have gone above in high stages of water. 

The capitol is built upon a beautiful eminence, 
overlooking the river and surrounding country; it pre¬ 
sents a very imposing view to the approaching travel¬ 
ler; it is 120 feet long, and 62 wide, two stories high; 
the rapid growth of the city is without a parallel in 
any country. The industry, enterprise, and go-a-head 
principles of its inhabitants are a good surety for any 
undertaking. 

Population in 1838—237; in 1840—1504; in 1844— 
2949. 

CEDAR COUNTY. 

This county was among the first settled in the ter¬ 
ritory. It is well watered and good timber, with mills 
and mill privileges in abundance. It is a fine farming 
county, and well settled by industrious farmers. 

Red cedar river runs through it, and also the Wap- 
sipinicon passes through the northern part of it. The 
face of the country is level. 

Tipton, the seat of justice, located near the cen- 
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tre of tli® county, upon a beautiful prairie, is quite 
flourishing little village. ^ 

Population of Cedar county in 1838, 557; in 1840 
1225; and in 1844, 2,217. ’ 


, . MKK COUNTY. 

This is one of the best timbered counties in the ter 
ritory; being spotted with groves, and its streams 
W1 ' J, tlmber - T he is exceedingly rich and 
fertile. The county is well watered by the Red cedar 
and its tributaries, which afford any amount of mill 
power, much of which is improved. It is agoodcoun 
ty of land, and well adapted to manufacturing and ae'. 
ncultural purposes. Marion, the seat of justice, is lo. 
catednear the centre of the county, and is quite a 
flourishing village, and a place of considerable trade 
Populationof this county in 1838, was only 205; in 
1840, it was 1600; and in 1844—2,643. 


. DELAWARE COUNTY. 

This is one of the northern counties, rather uneven 
i surface, but well timbered, and good water. Be- 
g near the mineral region it partakes somewhat of 
mL a P P r- anC /' -I® 01110 ‘j 011 0re has bi)en discovered. 

Im rr<,a ““* e~ d ^ 

.h. p Sil7.,1SSZ^. 1 S.rd 


. JONES COUNTY, 

noinf S r C0Unt ? will . rank am °ng the first in Iowa, in 
of wnil manU CtUr .! ng P riy ii 0 ges; having any amount 
of water power, and a good farming conn 


of wntpV P rivllo § BS s having any amount 

ofwater power, and a good farming country, plenty 

koou^ta 6 r- a g ° 80 u and . heaIth y climate. The Ma- 
On q tbe ^ h «r Ugh a P ° rti ° n ° f this COUnty 

on the north, and the Wapsjpinicon through the south 

& » s s k “ d> h ™ i *"» 

oo-™nl? bU r gh ’ the . seat of justice, situated in the ge- 
Ographical centre, is a place of but little note as yet. 
Population of this county in May, 1844, was 1,112. 
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BUCHANAN AND FAYETTE COUNTIES. 

These are new counties, but just organized, and 
inly settled, although they present great attraction 
r the emigrant; there is a plenty of good land for en- 
p at the government price ($1,25 per acre). The 
nber is good, and water abundant. It is a healthy 
lion and will eventually be an important part of Io- 
>. These are all the counties included in the old 
ttled portions of Iowa. 

The New Purchase is laid off into counties, as may 
(seen by the map, and is unsurpassed in beauty and 
ttility of soil, by any portion of the western country, 
he timber and prairies seem better divided in this 
w tract of land than in any other portion of Iowa, 
is well watered, and no local reasons exist why it 
lould not be a healthy one. 

The rapidity with which these new counties were 
ittled, perhaps might shew, what estimation the lands 
ere held in. The first of May, 1843, was the time 
lecified by the treaty with the Indians for a relin- 
lishment of the land; and between 12 o’clock, mid -) 
ght, and daylight of that morning, almost the whole / 
iimtry was settled up by claims. For weeks and 
onths previous, the dragoons from the forts were 
ationed upon the line, to keep off the settlers who 
id made their encampments with their families, near 
e promised land, so great was their anxiety to secure 
good portion for their future homes. 

Many of those counties have their seats of justice 
cated, and flourishing villages have sprung up. The 
ittlemonts upon the Des Moines river are the most ex- 
nsive. This is a beautiful river, averaging about 40 
ids in width and of a very uniform depth, of about 
to feet in low water; it has a swift current and solid 
mo-stone bottom. It is navigable to the Raccoon 
ork, but only in high stages of water. Bituminous 
ill is fountain abundance along this stream, of an 









20 


NOTES ON IOWA. 


excellent quality. A new military post has beenloc 
ted and a fort built, 

The principal towns in the New Purchase are Phi 
adelphia, Portland, Iowaville,, Ottumwa, and Edd 
ville, upon the Des Moines river, all very flourishii 
towns and well watered. At Ottumwa, there is gre 
water power about to be brought into requisition b 
Mr. Armstrong, a young man of capital and enterpris 
Should he succeed, (and there seems but little doul 
of it) he will not only accomplish, much for himsel 
but benefit the surrounding country to a great exten 
and give an impetus to the already flourishing villag 
of Ottumwa that will place her on the lead in th 
march of improvements that are going on in that ne 
country; the seat of justice for Wappello county 
located at this place. This county, to which the In 
dian title was not extinguished till the first of Ma 
1843, now contains 2,814 inhabitants. Agency cit 
is another town site, located at the old Indian agei 
cy; it is a beautiful place about 2 miles from theDe 
Moines river, and a point of considerable trade. 

Eddyville is laid out upon the site of an old India 
village and trading post; it is a place of a good deal o 
trade with the settlers and Indians. 

Iowaville is situated upon the north bank of th 
Des Moines, upon the site of “Black Hawk’s” oldjtowi 
and is the most important place upon the river. Nea 
this place, while surveying these lands in 1843, I past 
ed the remains of the'old wigwam in which the grea 
warrior and chief, Black Hawk, died, in October, 1838 
To perpetuate his death-bed and grave that is hard by 
I took notes and erectod monuments, pointing out th 
spot where rest the bones of that distinguished chief 
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RIVERS of iowa. 

General Description. 

The principal rivers of this territory, are the Keo- 
„‘e or Des Moines, the Checauque or river of 
kunks the Iowa, Red-cedar, Wapsipimcon, Mako- 
... Turkey, Upper Iowa, and Yellow. The Des 
o nes Iowa, anX Cedar are navigable in good stages 
water, for about 100 miles up. The general char- 
.or nf these livers is, a swift current, lime-stone bot- 
‘ or white sand, and very pure transparent water 
He’d with various kinds of fish. All these rivers 
ead in numerous small lakes in the Indian country, 
nd are skirted with timber. 










PR OPOSED 

CONSTITUTION 

STATE OF IOWA, 

ADOPTED IN 

CONVENTION, NOV. 1, 1844. 


ARTICLE 1. 

„ preamble and boundaries. 

WMke people of the Territory of Iowa, with! 
the boundaries hereinafter designated, by our repre 
sentatives in Convention assembled at Iowa City,, 
Monday, the seventh day of October, in the year o 
our L,ord one thousand e Ig ht hundred and forty four 
grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe forthc 
blessings hitherto enjoyed as a people, and acknowl 
of ? 6nde " Ce 7° n hlm for a continuation 

ot those blessings, in order to establish justice, ei 
sure tranquility, provide for the common defencw 
promote the general welfare, secure to ourselves and 
our postemy, the rights of life, liberty, and the pur- 
free ?L h?P J? ir ‘ eS j do a S ree t0 form and establish a 
tree and independent government, by the name of the 
State of Iowa, the boundaries whereof shall be as 
obanT 5 ! c Ti!* : ^ginning in the middle of the main 
of then m® Mlsslssl PPi river, opposite the mouth 
of the Dos Moines river; thence up the said river Des 
Moines in the middle of the main channel thereof, 
to a point where it is intersected by the Old Indian 




23 


Boundary line, or line run by John C. Sullivan in the 
rear 1816; thence westwardly along said line to the 
“Old North-west corner of Missouri;” thence due 
vest to the middle of 1 the main channel of the Mis- 
jouri river; thence up in the middle of the main 
channel of the river last mentioned to the mouth of 
the Sioux or Calumet river; thence in a direct line to 
the middle of the main channel of the St. Peters 
river, where the Watonwan river (according to Ni¬ 
collet’s map) enters the same; thence down the mid¬ 
dle of the main channel of said river to the middle 
of the main channel of the Mississippi river; thence 
down the middle of the main channel of said river, 
to the place of beginning. 

ARTICLE II. 

BILL OF RIGHTS. 

1. All men are by nature free and independent, 
and have certain unalienable rights, among which, 
are those of enjoying and defending life and liberty, 
acquiring, possessing, and protecting property, and 
pursuing and obtaining safety and happiness. 

2. All political power is inherent in the people.— 
Government is instituted for the protection, security, 
and benefit of the people; and they have the right at 
all times, to alter, or reform tho same, whenever the 
public good may require it. 

3. The Legislature shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting tho free ex¬ 
ercise thereof, nor shall any person be compelled to 
attend any place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, or 
other rates, for building or repairing places of wor¬ 
ship, or for the maintenance of any minister or 
ministry. 

4. No religious test shall be required as a qualifica¬ 
tion for any office or public trust, and no person shall 
be deprived of any of his rights, privileges or capa¬ 
cities, or disqualified from the performance of any of 
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his public or private duties, or rendered incompeter. 
to give evidence' in any court of law or equity, it 
consequence of his opinions on the subject of religion 

5. All laws of a general nature shall have a uni 
form operation. 

6. Every person may speak, write, and publish his 
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for the 
abuse of that right. No law shall be passed tore, 
strain or abridge the liberty of speech or of the press, 
In all prosecutions or indictments for libel, the truth 
may be given in evidence to the jury, and if it ap. 
pear to the jury that the matter charged as libellous 
was true, and was published with good motives, and 
for justifiable ends, the party shall be acquitted; and 
the jury shall have the right to determine the law and 
the fact. 

7. The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreason¬ 
able seizures and searches, shall not be violated, and 
no warrant shall issue but on probable cause, sup¬ 
ported by oath or affirmation, particularly describing 
the place to be searched, and the papers and things 
to be seized. 

8. The right of trial by jury, shall remain inviolate; 
but the Legislature may authorize trial by a jury of a 
less number than twelve men in the inferior courts. 

9. In all criminal trials, the accused shall have a 
right to a speedy trial by an impartial jury, to be in- 
formed of the accusation against him, to be confront¬ 
ed with the witnesses against him, to have compul¬ 
sory process for his own witnesses, and to have the as¬ 
sistance of counsel. 

10. No person shall be held to answer for a crim¬ 
inal offence, unless on presentment, or indictment by 
agrand jury, except in cases cognizable by justices 
of the peace, or arising in the army or navy, or in the 
militia when in actual service in time of war or pub¬ 
lic danger. 
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21. Foreigners who are residents of this State shall 
enjoy the same rights, in respect to the possession, 
enjoyment, and descent of property, as native born 
citizens. 

22. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, un¬ 
less for the punishment of crimes, shall ever be tol¬ 
erated in this State. 

23. This enumeration of rights shall not be con¬ 
strued to impair or deny others, retained by tho people. 

ARTICLE III. 

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

1. In all elections which are now or hereafter may 
be authorized, every white male citizen of the United 
States, of the age of twenty-ono years, who shall 
have been a resident of tho State six months next 
preceding the election, and of tho county in which 
lie claims his vote, thirty days, shall bo entitled tu 

2. Electors shall,' in all cases except treason, felony 
or breach of peace, be privileged from arrest on tho 
days of election, during thoir attendance at, going to, 
and returning therefrom. 

3. Except in time of war or public danger, no , 

elector shall be obliged to perform militia duty on tho ( 
dav of election. , 

4. No person in tho military, naval, or marine ser- t 

vice of the United States, shall be considered a resi¬ 
dent of this State by being stationed in any garrison, I 
barrack, or military or naval place or station within c 
the State. • r 

5 No idiot or insane person, or persons declared h 
infamous bv act of the Legislature, shall be entitle t, 
to the privileges of an elector. s 

6. All elections shall be by ballot. r , 




27 


ATTICLE IV. 

OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

1. The powers of the government of Iowa shall be 
dividod into three separate departments; the legisla¬ 
tive, tho executive, and judicial; and no person 
charged with the exercise of powers properly belong¬ 
ing to one of these departments, shall exercise any 
function appertaining to either of the others, except 
in the cases hereinafter expressly directed or permitted. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1 The legislative authority of this State shall bo 
vested in a Senate and House of Representatives, 
which shall be designated the General Assembly of 
the State of Iowa, and the stylo of their laws shall 
commence in tho following manner: “Be it enacted 
by tho General Assembly of the State of Iowa.” 

2 The sessions of the General Assembly shall bo 
biennial, and shall commence on tho.1st Monday of 
January next ensuing tho election of its members; 
unless the Governor of the State shall in the interim 
convene the General Assembly by proclamation. 

3 Tho members of the House of Representatives 
shall be chosen every second year, by tho qualified 
electors of their respective districts, on the 3d Tues¬ 
day in October, whose term of office shall continue 
two years from tho day of tho general election. 

4 No person shall be a member of the House of 
Representatives who shall not have attained the age 
of twenty-one years; who shall not bo a free white 
male citizen of the United States; who shall not 
have been an inhabitant of this State or Terri¬ 
tory, one year noxt preceding his election, and who 
shall not, at tho time of his election, have an actual 
residence of thirty days in the county or district he 
may be chosen to represent. 

5 Senators shall be chosen for the term of four 
years, at the same time and place as Representatives. 







They shall be twenty-five years of age, and possess 
the qualifications of Representatives as to residence 
and citizenship. 

6 The number of Senators shall not be less than 

one-third nor more than one-half of the Represents, 
tive body ; and at the first session of the General As- 
sembly after this Constitution takes effect, the Sena- 
tors shall be divided by lot, as equally as may be, into 
two classes; the seats of the Senators of the first 
class shall be vacated at the expiration of the second 
year, so that one-half shall be chosen every 
years. J 

7 When the number of Sonators is increased they 
shall be annexed by lot to one of the two classes, so 
tfcable P them BS nearIy equal in number as prac- 

8 The House of Representatives, when assembled, 
shall choose a Speaker and its other officers, and the 
Senate shall appoint its own officers except the Presi- 
dent; and each- body shall judge of the qualifica¬ 
tions, elections, and returns of its members. A con- 
tested election shall be determined in such manner as 
shall be directed by law. 

9 A majority of each House shall constitute a quo- 
rum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn 
from day to day, and may compel the attendance of 
abBent members in such manner and under such pen- 
alties, as each House may provide. 


tw oauu Xiuut»e riiuj puviur. 

10 Each House shall sit upon its own adjournments, 
keep a journal of its proceedings, and publish the 
same; determine its rules of proceedings, punish 
members for disorderly behaviour, and with the con¬ 
sent of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second 
time for the same offence; and shall have all other 
powers necessary for a branch of the Legislature of a 
tree and independent State. 

11 Every member of the General Assembly shall 
have the liberty to dissent from or protest against anj 
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ills dissent entered on the i’onrn.n| haV ° t J ?e . reasons for 
nays of the members of ittoH yeaB and 

«pl f ? r 'raasM!felonyfin S db^'^o/( h aU 

same. g lng to and ^turning from the 


Governor, or the ^enmn ^ 81t ^ 0r IIousa > ‘he 
the Governor, shall issue writfif “? th ® functions of 
vacancies. Wnts of election to fill such 

>“ tSas," 1 , ;• T ». ««p. 

require secrecy. ^ ni0n t ^ 10 House, may 

~ of *o 

other place than that in whi ch DOr !° “7 

16 Bills may original! in ~ y be slttin S- 

amended, altered or rejected h*7., Hou u se > and be 
11 shall have the Ce%T a faw^untif onth"’' bUt " d 
days it be read in each Ho u s! “„d 'V . hlre . e 86Ver - 
- urgency, two-thirds of tr’ and . un ' e8s > w cases 

shall be depending mSdeemTt n ^‘ Cllthebi11 
pensewith the rulf^aJd e® h m P k - nt ,0 dis ' 

both Houses, shall be 7 7 bl J having passed 
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' not, he shaU remrn it P S Ve h i b9 t*" - Sign i ‘> bu * 
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douse in which it «b„ii t W th his objections to the 

S,” x? j- S-SiKS 







30 


two-thirds of the members of each House present, 
it shall become a law notwithstanding the Governor’s 
objections. If any bill shall not bo returned within 
five days after it shall have been presented to him, 
the same shall be a law in like manner as if he had 
signed it, unless the Legislature, by adjournment pre¬ 
vent such return. 

18 No money shall be drawn from the treasury 
but in consequence of appropriations made by law. 

19 An accurate statement of the receipts and ex¬ 
penditures of the public money shall be attached 
to and published with, the laws, at every regular ses- 
sion of the Legislature. 

20 The House of Representatives shall have the 
sole power of impeaching. All impeachments shall 
be tried by the Senate. When sitting for that pur¬ 
pose, the Senators shall be upon oath or affirmation: 
no person shall be convicted without the concurrence 
of two-thirds of the members present. 

21 The Governor, Lieutenant Governor. Secretary 
of State, Auditor, Treasurer, and Judges of the Su¬ 
preme and District Courts, shall be liable to impeach¬ 
ment for any misdemeanor in office; but judgment 
in such cases shall not extend farther than to remo¬ 
val from office, and disqualification to hold any office 
of honor, trust or profit, under this State; but the 
party convicted or acquitted shall nevertheless bo lia¬ 
ble and subject to indictment, trial and punishment, 
according to law. All other civil officers shall be 
tried for misdemenors in office in such manner as 
the General Assembly may provide. 

22 No Senator or Representative shall, during the 
time for which he shall have boon elected, be appoint¬ 
ed to any civil office of profit under this State, which 
shall have been created, or the emoluments of which 
shall have been increased, during such term; except 
such offices as may be filled by elections by the 
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23 No person holding any lucrative office under 
the United States, or this State, or any other power 
shall be eligible to the General Assembly: Provided, 
That officers in the militia to which there is attached 
no annual salary, or the office of justice of the 
peace, shall not not be deemed lucrative. 

24. No person who may hereafter be a collector or 
holder of public moneys shall have a seat in cither 
house of the General Assembly, or be eligible to any 
offico of trust or profit under this State, until he shall 
have accounted for, and paid into the treasury all 
sums for which he may be accountable. 

25. Each member of the General Assembly shall 
receive a compensation to be fixed by law, for his 
services, to be paid out of the treasury of the State. 
Such compensation shall not exceed two dollars nor 
day for the period of fifty days from the commence¬ 
ment of the session, and shall not exceed the sum of 
one dollar per day for the remainder of the session; 
vvhen convened in extra session by the Governor, thev 
shall receive such sum as shall be fixed for the first 
fifty days of the ordinary session. They shall also re¬ 
ceive two dollars for every twenty miles they shall 
travel, in going to and returning from their place of 
meeting, on the most usual route : Provided , Jtowever , 
that tho members of the first Legislature under this 
constitution, shall receivo two dollars per day for thoir 
services during tho entire session. 

26 To obviate confusion, and improper influences 
which may result from intermingling in one and the 
same act, such things as havo no proper relation to 
each other, every law shall embrace but one object, 
which shall be expressed in the title. 

27. No law of the General Assembly, of a public 
nature, shall take effect until the same shall bo pub¬ 
lished and circulated in the several counties of this 
State by authority: Provided, if the General Assem- 
bly shall deem any law of immediate importance, they 
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may provide that the same shall take effect by publi- 
cation in newspapers in the State. 

28. No divorce shall be granted by the Legislature. 

29. No county or counties shall be liable for the ex¬ 
pense of laying out or establishing any road or roads 
authorized by special act of the Assembly. 

30. No lottery shall be authorized by this State, nor 
shall the sale of lottery tickets be allowed. 

31. Members of the General Assembly shall, be¬ 
fore they enter upon the duties of their respective of. 
fices, take and subscribe to the following oath or af¬ 
firmation : “I do solemnly swear or affirm (as the case 
may be) that I will support the constitution of the 
United States and the constitution of the State of Io¬ 
wa, and that I will faithfully discharge the duties of 
Senator (or Representative as the case may be) accor¬ 
ding to the best of my ability;” and members elect of 
the General Assembly are hereby empowered to ad¬ 
minister to each other the said oath or affirmation. 

32. Within two years after the first meeting of t he 
General Assembly, under this constitution, and with¬ 
in every subsequent term of four years for the term 
of sixteen years, an enumeration of all the white in¬ 
habitants of this State shall be made, in such manner 
as shall be directed by law. The number of Senators 
and Reprseentatives shall, at the first regular session 
of the Legislature after such enumeration, befixed by 
law, and apportioned among the several counties ac¬ 
cording to the number of white inhabitants in each; 
and the House of Representatives shall never be less 
than twenty-six, nor greater than thirty-nine, until the 
number of white inhabitants shall be one hundred and 
twenty-five thousand; and after that event, at such 
ratio that the whole number of representatives shall 
never be less than thirty-six nor exceed seventy-two. 

33. When a senatorial and representative district 
shall be composed of two or more counties, it shall not 
be entirely separated by any county belonging to an- 



other district; and no county shall be divided in form¬ 
ing a senatorial or representative district. 

34. In all elections hy the General Assembly the 
members thereof shall vote viva voce, and the votes 
shall b6 entered on the journal. 

officers’ salaries. 

35. For the first ten years aftor tho organization of 
government the annual salary of the Governor shall 
not exceed eight hundred dollars; Secretary of State, 
five hundred dollars; Treasurer, three hundred dol¬ 
lars; Auditor, five hundred dollars; Judges of the Su¬ 
preme and District Courts, each, eight hundred dol- 

ARTICLE V. 

OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1. The supreme executivo power shall bo vested 
in a Governor, who shall hold his office for two years, 
and a Lieutenant Governor shall be choson at the 
same time and for the same term. 

2. No person shall be eligible to tho office of Gov¬ 
ernor or Lieutenant Governor who is not a citizen of 
the United States, been a resident of the State two 
years next preceding tho election, and who has not 
attained tho age of thirty years at the time of said 
election. 

3. The Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall be 
elected by the electors at tho time and places of choo¬ 
sing members of the Legislature- The persons having 
the highest number of votes for Governor and Lieu¬ 
tenant Governor shall be elected, but in case two or 
more have an equal and the highest number of votes 
for Governor or Lieutenant Govornor. the Legislature 
shall, by joint ballot, chooso one of said persons so ha¬ 
ving an equal and the highest number, for Governor 
or Lieutenant Governor. 

4. The returns of every election for Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor shall be sealed up and transmit- 

o* r 
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tod to the Seat of Government by the returning offi¬ 
cers, directed to the President of the Senate, who 
shall open and publish them in the presence of the 
members of both houses. 

5. The Governor shall be commander-in-chief of 
the militia and of the army and navy of this State. 

6. Ho shall transact all executive business with the 
officers of government, civil and military ; and may 
require information in writing from the officers in the 
executive department upon any subject relating to the 
duties of thbir respective offices. 

7. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed. 

8 When any office shall, from any cause, become va¬ 
cant, and no mode is provided by the constitution and 
laws for filling such vacancy, the Governor shall make 
an appointment for such vacated office, which shall 
expire at the end of the next session of the General 
Assembly, or at the next election by the people. 

9. He may on extraordinary occasions, convene the 
Genoral Assembly by proclamation, and shall state to 
them, when assembled, the purpose for which they 
shall have been convened. 

10. He shall communicate, by message to the Leg¬ 
islature at every session, the condition of the State, 
and recommend such matters to them as he shall deem 
expedient. 

11. In case of disagreement between the two hou¬ 
ses with respect to the time of adjournment, the Gov¬ 
ernor shall have the power to adjourn the General 
Assembly to such time as ho may think proper, pro¬ 
vided it be not to a period beyond the next meeting 
of the Legislature. 

12. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, 
his removal from office, death, resignation or absence 
from the State, the powers and duties of the office 
shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor until 
such disability shall cease, or the vacancy be filled. 





35 

13. If, during the vacancy of the office of Governor, 
the Lieutenant Governor shall be impeached, displa¬ 
ced, resign, dio, or bo absent from the State, the Pres • 
ident pro tempore of the Senato shall act as Governor 
until the vacancy be filled; and should a vacancy oc¬ 
cur by the impeachment, death, resignation, or ab¬ 
sence from the State of the President pro tempore of 
the Senate, the Speaker of the House of Representa¬ 
tives shall discharge tho duties of Governor during 
the existence of such vacancy. 

14. Tho Lieutenant Governor shall, by virtueof his 
office, be President of the Senate ; in committee of the 
wholehe may debate on all questions; and when thero 
is an equal division he shall give tho casting vote. 

15. No member of Congress, nor any other person 
| holding office under the United States or this Stato, 

shall execute the office of Governor. 

16. The Governor shall have power to grant re¬ 
prieves and pardons, and commute punishment after 
conviction, except in cases of impeachment, in such 
manner and upon such conditions as may bo prescrib¬ 
ed by law. 

17. The Governor shall at stated times, receive for 
his services a compensation which shall neither bo in¬ 
creased nor diminished during tho time for which he 
shall have been elected. 

18. The Lieutenant Governor, expect when acting 
as Governor, and President of the Senate pro tempore, 
shall each receive the same compensation as shall be 
allowed to the Speaker of the House of Representa- 

1S. There shall be a seal of this State, which shall 
be kept by the Governor and used by him officially, 
and shall bo called the great Seal of the State of Iowa, 

20. All grants and commissions shall, be in tho 
name, and by the authority of the people of Iowa, seal¬ 
ed with the seal, signed by the Governor, and counter¬ 
signed by the Secretary of State. 






21 . A Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Ac¬ 
counts, and Treasurer, shall be elected by the quali¬ 
fied electors at the time and place of voting for Gov¬ 
ernor, who shall continue in office two years. The 
Secretary of State shall keep a fair register of all the 
official acts and proceedings of the Governor, and 
shall, when required, lay the same, and all papers, 
minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before either 
branch of the Legislature, and shall perform such oth¬ 
er duties as shall be assigned him bylaw. 

22. The first Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Sec¬ 
retary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, Treasu¬ 
rer, and Superintendent of Public Schools, shall hold 
their offices for two yeais after the first Monday in 
January succeeding their election, and until their suc¬ 
cessors shall be elected and qualified; and forever af¬ 
ter the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of 
Stato, Auditor ofPublic Acccounts, Treasurer, and Su¬ 
perintendent of Public Schools, shall hold their offices 
for the term of two years and until their respective 
successors shall be elected and qualified to office. 

ARTICLE VI. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

1. The judicial power shall be vested in a Supreme 
Court, District Courts, and such other inferior courts, 
as the Legislature may from time to time establish. 

2. The Bupreme Court shall consist of 'a Chief Jus¬ 
tice and two Associates, two of whom shall bo a quo¬ 
rum to hold court. 

The Supreme Court shall have appellate jurisdic¬ 
tion only, in all cases in chancery, and constitute a 
court for the correction of errors at law, under such 
restrictions as the General Assembly may by law pre¬ 
scribe. 

The sessions of the Court shall be at the Seat of 
Government, at such times as may be fixed by law; 
and the Judges thereof shall appoint a Clerk, who 
shall hold his office during their pleasure. 
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3. The Supreme Court shall have power to issue all 
writs and process necessary to do justice to parties, 
and exercise a supervisory control overall inferior ju¬ 
dicial tribunals. The Judges of the Supreme Court 
shall be conservators of the peace throughout the 
State. 

4. The District Court shall consist of a Judge, who 
shall reside in the district assigned him by law, be 
elected by the qualified voters thereof, and hold his 
office for the term of four years, until his successor is 
elected and qualified. 

The District Court shall be a court of law and equi¬ 
ty, and have jurisdistion in all civil and criminal mat¬ 
ters arising in the respective counties in the.district, 
in such manner as shall be prescribed by law. The 
Judges of the District Courts shall be conservators of 
the peace in their respective districts. 

The first session of. the General Assembly shall di¬ 
vide the State into three districts, which shall be in¬ 
creased as the exigencies of the State may require. 

5. The Judges of the.Supreme Court shall be elect¬ 
ed by joint vote of the General Assembly, and shall 
hold their offices for the term of four years, and until 
their successors are elected and qualified. 

6. There shall be elected in each county, one Judge 
of Probate, one Prosecuting Attorney, and one Clerk 
of the District Court, who shall continue in office for 
two years, and until their successors are elected and 
qualified. Vacancies in the office of Clerk shall be 
filled by appointment by the Judge of tho District 
Court, and such appointments shall continue, until a 
successor is elected and qualified. 

7. The style of all process shall be “The State of 
Iowa,” and all prosecutions shall be conducted in the 
name and by the authority of the same. 

ARTICLE VII. 

OF THE MILITIA. 

X. The Militia of this State shall be composed of 
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all able bodied white male persons betwoen the ages 
of eighteen and forty-five years, except such persons 
as are, or.may hereafter be, exempted by the laws of 
the Uuited States or of this State 

2. No person or persons conscientiously scrupulous 
of bearing arms shall be compelled to do militia duty 
in time of peace: provided , that such person or per¬ 
sons shall pay an equivalent for such exemption in the 
same manner as other citizens. 

3. The Legislature shall provide by law for organi¬ 
zing, equipping, and dicipliningthe militia of this state, 
in such manner as they deem expedient, not incom¬ 
patible with the constitution and laws of the United 
States in. relation thereto. 

4. All commissioned officers of the militia (staff of¬ 
ficers excepted) shall be elected by the persons lia¬ 
ble to perform military duty, and shall be commission- 
■ed by the Governor. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

OF PUBLIC DEBTS AND LIABILITIES. 

1. The Legislature shall not in any manner create 
any debt or debts, liability or liabilities, which shall 
singly or in the aggregate, with any previous debts or 
liabilities, exceed the sum of one hundred thousand 
dollars, except in case of war, to repel invasion, sup¬ 
press insurrection, unless the same shall be authoriz¬ 
ed by some law for some single object or work to bo 
distinctly specified therein, which law shall provido 
ways and means, exclusive of loans, for the payment 
of the interest of such debt or liability as it falls due, 
and also to pay and discharge the principal of such 
debt or liability within twenty years from the time of 
the contracting thereof, and shall be irrepealable un¬ 
til the principal and interest thereon shall be paid and 
discharged; but no such law shall take effect until at 
a general election it shall have been submitted to the 
people and have received a majority of all the votes 





39 


cast for and against it at such election, and all money 
raised by authority of such law shall be applied only 
to the specific object therein stated, or to the payment 
of the debt thereby created, and such law shall be 
published in newspapers in the State for three months 
preceding the election at which it is submitted to 


.an. i ia. 

INCORPORATIONS. 

1. No act of incorporation shall continue in force 
for a longer period than twenty years, without the re¬ 
enactment of the Legislature, unless it be an incorpo¬ 
ration for public improvement. 

2. The personal and real property of the individual 
members of all corporations hereafter created, shall, at 
all times, be liable for the debts due by any such cor¬ 
poration. 

3. The Legislature shall create no bank or banking 
institution, or corporation with banking privileges in 
this State, unless its charter with all its provisions, 
shall be submitted to a vote of the people at a general 
election for State officers, and receive a majority of the 
votes of the qualified electors of this Stale, cast for 
and agryinst it. 

4. The Legislative Assembly shall have power to 
repeal all acts of incorporation by them granted. 

5. Tho property of the inhabitants of this State 
shall never be used by any incorporated company, 
without the consent of the owner. 

6. Corporations of a public nature, such as counties, 
towns, villages, and the like, shall not be subject to 
the foregoing provisions. 

7. The State shall not, directly or indirectly, be¬ 
come a stockholder in any bank or other corporation. 

ARTICLE X. 

EDUCATION AND SCHOOL LANDS. 

1. The Legislature, by joint vote, shall appoint a 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, who shall hold 
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his office for three years, and whose duties shall be 
prescribed by law, and who shall receive such com¬ 
pensation as the Legislature may direct. 

2. The Legislature shall encourage, by all suitable 
means, the promotion of intellectual, scientific, moral 
and agricultural improvement. The proceeds of all 
lands that have been or hereafter may be granted by 
the United States to this State for the support of 
schools, which shall hereafter be sold or disposed of, 
and the five hundred thousand acres of land granted 
to the new States, under an act of Congress distribut¬ 
ing the proceeds of the Public Lands among the seve¬ 
ral States of the Union, approved A. D. 1841, and all 
estates of deceased persons, who may have died with¬ 
out leaving a will, or heirs, and also such per cent, as 
may be granted by Congress on the sale of lands in 
this State, shall be and remain a perpetual fund; the 
interest of which, together with all the rents of the un¬ 
sold lands, shall be inviolably appropriated to the sup¬ 
port of schools throughout the State. 

3. The Legislature shall provide for a system of 
common schools, by which a school shall be kept up 
and supported in each school district, at least three 
months in every year; and any school district neglect¬ 
ing to keep up and support such a school, may be de¬ 
prived ot its equal proportion of the interest of the 
public fund during such noglect. 

4. As soon as the circumstances of the State will 
permit, the Legislature shall provide for tho establish¬ 
ment of libraries—one at least in each township; and 
the moneys which shall bo paid by persons as aq equi¬ 
valent for exemption from military duty, and the clear 
proceeds of all fines assessed in the several counties 
for any breach of the penal laws, shall be exclusively 
applied to tho support of said libraries. 

5. The Legislature shall take measures for the pro¬ 
tection, improvement, or other disposition of such 
lands as have been or may hereafter be reserved or 
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granted by the United States, or any person or per¬ 
sons, to this State, for the use of a University: and 
the funds accruing from the rents or sale of such lands, 
or from any other source, for the purpose aforesaid, 
shall be and remain a permanent fund for the support 
of said University, with such branches as the public 
convenience may hereafter demand tor the promotion 
of literature, the arts, and sciences, as maybe author¬ 
ized by the terms of such grant. And it shall be the 
duty of the Legislature, as soon as may be, to provide 
effectual means for the improvement and permanent 
security of the funds of said University. 

ARTICLE XI. 

COUNTY ORGANIZATION. 

1. No new county shall be laid off of, nor old coun¬ 
ty reduced to less contents than four hundred square 

2. There shall be elected by the qualified electors 
of each organized county in this State, one Sheriff, one 
Coroner, one County Recorder, whq shall discharge 
the duties of Clerk of the county court, or court do¬ 
ing county business; one County Surveyor, and one 
County Treasurer, who shall be ex-officio collector of 
the public revenues, and hold their offices for the term 
of two years, and until their successors are elected 
and qualified, and shall perform such duties and be 
allowed such compensation as may be provided by 
law. They shall reside in their respective counties 
during their continuance in office, and be respective¬ 
ly disqualified for the office a second time, on default 
for any moneys collected by virtue of their respective 
offices, but in no case shall the Sheriff be elected for 

, more than two terms in succession. 

3. The Legislature may provide for a township or¬ 
ganization. There shall be elected in each township, 
by the qualified electors, not lesB than two Justices of 
the Peace, at such time and place as may be provided 
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by law, who shall hold their respective offices for two 
years, and until their successors are elected and qual¬ 
ified. Their jurisdiction shall bo co-extensive with 
their respective townships, and shall extend to all 
civil cases where the amount in controversy does not 
exceed one hundred dollars, and 'by the consent of 
parties, may be extended to any amount not exceed¬ 
ing five hundred dollars. They shall be conservators 
s)f the peace, and shall possess such criminal jurisdic¬ 
tion as the Legislature may prescribe. 

4. The Legislature shall provide by law for the ju¬ 
risdiction of probate, and of all matters relating to 
county taxes, disbursement of moneys for county pur¬ 
poses, and in every case that may bo necessary, to the 
internal improvement and local concerns of the re¬ 
spective counties. 

5. The fees of all county officers shall be defined 
by law, and no extra compensation, either by the 
county or State, shall be paid or allowed to such offi- 

ARTICLE XII. 

OH AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

1. Any amendment or amendments to this Consti¬ 
tution may be proposed in the Senate or House of Re¬ 
presentatives, and if the same shall be agreed to by a 
majority of all the members elected to each of the two 
houses, such proposed amendment shall be entered 
on their journals, with the yeas and nays thereon, and 
referred to the General Assembly then next to be cho¬ 
sen, and shall be published for throe months previous 
to the time of making such choice; and if, in the Ge¬ 
neral Assembly then next chosen as aforesaid, such 
proposed amendment or amendments shall be agreed 
to by a majority of all the members elected to each 
house, thon it shall be the duty ol the General Assem¬ 
bly to submit such proposed amendment or amend¬ 
ments to the people in such manner and at such time 
as the General Assembly shall prescribe, and if the 
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sople shall approve and ratify such amendment or 
tnendments by a majority of all the qualified electors 
f the State voting ior and against said amendment 
t amendments voting in their favor, such amend- 
lent or amendments shall bepome part of this Con- 
litution. When any amendment or amendments to 
his constitution shall be proposed in pursuance of the 
iregoing provisions, the same shall, at each oi the 
lid sessions, be read three several days in each 
uuse. The General Assembly shall not propose the 
line amendments to this Constitution oftener than 

2. And if, at any time, two thirds of the Senate 
nd House of Representatives shall think it necessary 
i revise or change this Constitution, they shall re- 
ommend to the electors at the next election for ment¬ 
ors of the Legislature to vote for or against a con- 
ention, and if it shall appear that a majority of the 
lectors voting at such election have voted in favor of 
ailing a convention, the Legislature shall, at its next 
ession, provide by law for calling a convention, to be 
olden within six months after the passage of such 
iw, and such convention shall consist of a number 
f members not less than of both branches oi the 
legislature. 

Done in Convention at Iowa City, this first day of 
lovomber, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 
mr, and of tho Independence of the United States of 
imerica the sixty-ninth. 

t testimony whereof, We have hereunto subscribed 
or names 


Shepherd Leffler. President. 


lobert Lucas, 
tephen Hempstead, 
ames Grant, 

Villiam L. Toole, 
Indrew W. Campbell. 


Henry Felkner, 

S'. A. Bissell, 

William II. Galbraith, 
William Morden, 

John D. Wright, 
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Wright Williams, 
Henry Robinson, 
James Clarke, 

V. B. Delashmutt, 
Ebenezer Cook, 
William R. Harrison, 
Theophilus Crawford, 
Luman M. Strong, 
Samuel W. McAtee, 
C. B. Campbell, 
Michael O’Brien, 
Ralph R. Benedict, 
Sulifand S. Ross, 

S. W. Durham, 

Tho. J. McKean, 
Robert Brown, 

Samuel II. McCrory, 
Richard B. Wyckoff, 
Enos Lowe, 

George Hepner, 

John Taylor, 

Hardin Butler, 

G. S. Baily, 

S. B. Olmstead, 
Francis Gehon, 

J. S. Kirkpatrick, 
Joseph C. Hawkins, 
George Hobson, 

Henry M. Salmon, 
Charles Staley, 

David Galland, 


Lyman Evans, 

Elisha Cutler. Jr. 
James I. Murray, 
Paul Brattain, 
Alexander Kerr, 

John Ripley, 

John Hale, Jr. 

J. C. Blankinship, 
James Marsh, 

O. S. X. Peck, 

A. Hooton, 

E. Sells, 

David Ferguson, 
Enoch Ross, 

John H. Randolph, 
Stephen B. Shelledy, 
Richard Quinton, 
Jonathan E. Fletcher, 
Samuel Whitmore, 
John Davidson, 
Thomas Charlton, 

W. W. Chapman, 
John W. Brookbank, 
Calvin J. Price, 
Jonathan C. Hall, 
Edward Langworthy, 
R. P. Lowe, 

Joseph D. Hoag, 
James H. Gower, 
John Thompson, 


Attest 


Georoe S. Hampton, 

Secretary of the Convention. 




DISTANCES 


ON THE 

OHIO AND MISSISSIPPI RIVERS, 


FROM PITTSBURGH 

TO THE 

FALLS OF St. ANTHONY. 


PITTSBURGH miles. 

To Economy, 19 

Beaver, 104 

Georgetown, 15 

Liverpool, 34 

W ellsville, 4 

Steubenville, 17 

Wellsburgh, 7 

Warrenton, 7 

Wheeling, 9 

Sistesrville, 55 

Newport, 12 

Marietta, 18 

Vienna, 6 

Parkersburg, 64 

Troy, 13 

Letart’s Rapids, 374 


Pomeroy, 13 

Pt. Pleasant, 17 

Gallipolis, 4 

Guyandotte, 38 

Burlington, 8 

Portsmouth, 
Vanceburg, 

Maysville, 

Ripley, 9 

Augusta, 9 

New Richmond, 214 
Cincinnati, 22 

North Bend 16 

Lawrenceburg, 6 

Aurora, 6 

Rising Sun, 10 

Patriot, 13 
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Warsaw, 9 

Vevay and Ghent, 10 
Carrollton, 8 

Madison, 12 

Utica, 39 

Jeffersonville, 9 

Louisville, 1 

Portland and 
New Albany, 3 

Salt River, 18 

Brandenburg, 18 

Maukspprt; 3 

Leavenworth, 17 

Rome, ■ ' ,>.■ 40 

Ilawsville, 25 

Troy, 6 

Owensboro, 28 

Green River, 28sl 

Evansville, 84 

Hendersonville, 11 

Mt. Vernon, 26 i 

Wabash River, 21 

Shawaeet-own, 9 

Cave in Rock, 25 

Golconda, 30 

Smithland, 16 

Paducah, 12 

Cairo, 50 

UP THE MISSISSIPPI. 
Mouth of the Ohio 
To Capo Girardeau, 41 

Grand Tower 27 

Chester, 30 

St. Genevieve. 144 
Herculaneum, 30 J 

Jefferson Barracks 29 


St. Louis, 10 

Missouri River, 20 

Alton, 5 

Illinois River, 17 

Clarksville, 58 

Louisiana, 12 

Hannibal, 30 

Quincy, 20 

Warsaw, 40 

Keokuk 4 

Montrose and 
Nauvoo, 12 

Ft. Madison, 0 

Burlington, 22 

Oquawka, 18 

New Boston, 25 

Bloomington, 27 

Rockingham, 27 

Rock Island and 
Davenport, 5 

Parkhurst, 20 

Camanche, 12 

Lyons, . 9 

Charleston, 15 

Savannah, 2 

Bellevue, 19 

Dubuque, 25 

Peru, 8 

Cassville, 25 

Prairio La Porte, 8 
Wisconsin River, 17 
Prairio du Chien, 4 
St. Peter’s River 
and Ft. Snelling, 241 
Falls of St. An¬ 
thony. 7 




ENGRAVERS 

AND 

SXSSilP IJ?I^lMiaS3Qac©aPSS 8 
CORNER OF MAIN AND FIFTH STREETS, 
CINCINNATI. 


THEY PUBLISH THE FOLLOWING MAPS, 

UNITED STATES, large. 

STATE OF' OHIO, large. 

TERRITORY OF IOWA, in sections. 
“ ' “ small. 

STATE OF INDIANA, small. 

STATE OF ILLINOIS, small. 

CHART OF MISSISSIPPI RIVER, ? 

GEOLOGICAL CHART, WESTERN 
STATES. 

MASONIC DIPLOMAS. 

Court and Notarial Seals and Press¬ 
es furnished at short notice, and at reduced 
prices. 

Bank Notes, Certificates of Stock, Por¬ 
traits, Charts, Landscapes, Cards, etc etc., 
Engraved in superior style. 








J. Emrar, Printer, 806, Main Street. 




































































